Asphalt Millings Planning Checklist

A practical pre-project checklist for driveways, road base, and resurfacing jobs using recycled asphalt
pavement (RAP). Reviewed by Dave Whitaker, second-generation paving contractor.

1. Before You Order
&#BAe@sured length, width, and target depth of the project area

&#BRo@irmed whether millings will be compacted or loose at delivery (density differs — 140 Ib/ft3
compacted vs. 120 Ib/ft® loose)

8i#BRaeylated tonnage needed, plus 5-10% extra for settling and uneven terrain
&#BRo@irmed local supplier's actual density figure, since RAP varies by moisture and gradation

&#BR@ked whether delivery access (truck size, turning radius) is possible on site

2. Site & Base Preparation

&#B2AGIng surface cleared of vegetation, debris, and loose topsoil
&#B2o@rade graded to the correct slope for drainage (typically 1-2% away from structures)

&#BoIBor clay soil identified — consider a geotextile fabric layer to stop millings from working into the
subgrade over time

&#BR22@yation depth allows for full compacted depth plus any base layer

&HB2AGSpots or drainage paths addressed before material is delivered

3. Depth Guide by Application

Use case Recommended compacted depth
Light residential vehicles 2-3 inches

RVs, work trucks, farm equipment 4-6 inches

Rural roads / heavy-duty base 6 inches, in multiple lifts

Always compact in lifts no thicker than 3 inches at a time — a single thick pass leaves soft spots in the middle of
the layer.

4. Compaction

&#BRoBpaction equipment on site and appropriate for the project size (plate compactor for small areas,
roller for larger driveways)

&#BA2@rial compacted in lifts no thicker than 3 inches
&i#BR&@, lift compacted before adding the next



8i#B@ece checked for even density — no visibly soft or loose patches

&#B2p@;surface graded and crowned slightly for water runoff

5. Drainage

&#BRY@all slope directs water away from the house or structure
&#B2ZAGpoints or culverts added where runoff could pool

&#BRIs of the milled surface won't trap water against grass or landscaping

6. Questions to Ask Your Supplier or Contractor
&H#HBPPEt is the actual density of this batch of millings (compacted and loose)?

&#B3 2@ price per ton or per cubic yard, and does it include delivery?
&#B32@ase layer or geotextile fabric recommended for this soil type?
&H#BPPEL compaction equipment will be used, and how many passes/lifts?
&#B20@ jong before the surface can handle regular vehicle traffic?

&i#B23 2@y follow-up top-dressing or re-compaction included if the surface settles?

7. After Installation

&#B2@Gce allowed to settle before regular heavy traffic, per your contractor's guidance
&HB2ZMGSpots or rutting checked after the first few weeks of use and topped up if needed
&#BRdEs monitored for material migration onto grass or landscaping

&#B2Iag noted for periodic re-grading (millings surfaces benefit from occasional maintenance, similar to
gravel)

Quick reference — density assumptions used in our calculator
Compacted RAP: 140 Ib/ft3 (=1.89 tons/yd3) | Loose millings: 120 Ib/ft3 (=1.62 tons/yd?3)
Coverage at 3" depth: roughly 55-65 sq ft per ton. Always add 5-10% for waste and uneven ground.



